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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 
Prohibition  &  Alcohol 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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In  one  of  Lincoln's  great  speeches  he 
said:  "Whether  or  not  the  world  would 
be  vastly  benefited  -^y  a  total  banishment 
from  it  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  seems 
now  not  an  open  question.  Three-fourths 
of  mankind  confess  the  affirmative  with 
their  tongue,  and  I  believe  all  the  rest 
acknowledge  it  in  their  hearts.  Oughv 
any  then  refuse  their  aid  in  doing  the 
good  the  whole  demands?" 


Ail 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Last  Words. 


On  the  day  of  his  assassination  he 
said:  "Merwin,  we  .have  cleaned  up 
with  the  help  of  the  people  a  colossal 
job.  Slavery  is  abolished.  After  re- 
construction the  next  great  question 
will  be  the  overthrow  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  liquor  traffic  and  you  j 
know,  Merwin,  that  my  head  and 
heart  and  hand  and  purse  will  go 
into  that  work.  In  1842— less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  J  predicted, 
under  the  influences  of  God's  spirit, 
that  the  .time  would  come  when  there 
would  be  neither  slave  nor  a-  drunk- 
ard in  the  land.  Thank  God,  I  have 
lived  to  see  one  of  these  prophecies 
fulfilled.    I  hope  to  see  the  other  re- 


alized." 
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November  1,  1952. 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Y.ayne,  Ind. 


My  dear  sirs: 


Sometime  ago  I  used  in  one  of  our  periodicals 
the  statement  attributed  to  Lincoln  "I  would  rather  lose 
my  right  hand  than  sign  a  document  that  would  tend  to 
perpetuate  the  liquor  traffic."    We  have  had  several  in- 
quiries from  our  subscribers  as  to  our  authority  for  this 
quotation.    Can  you  tell  us  where,  in  any  authoritative 
book  about  Lincoln,  we  can  find  some  word  about  it. 

I  shall  appreciate  the  favor  of  your  reply. 


oincerely  yours, 


MB:  MM 


November  4,  1932 


»r.  Mitchell  Break 
African  Baptist  Publicist  ion  Society 
1701-1703  Chestnut  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pennoylvanla 

My  dear  Dr.  Bronkt 

have  your  inquiry  of  November  1  before  us,  hut  I 
regret  to  say  wc  can  find  no  data  which  would  show  the 
authenticity  of  the  statement  "I  would  rather  lose  ay  right 
hand  than  sign  a  document  that  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the 
liqoour  traffic." 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  Lincoln  had  said  this  the 
statement /would  have  received  very  wide  circulation  before 
this. 

We  will  keep  our  eyes  open,  however,  and  advise  you 
if  we  find  anything  further  on  this  matter. 

¥ery  sincerely  yours # 


LAIlLH  Lincoln  Historical  ite  search  Foundation 
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California  State  Brewers  Institute 
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November  23,  1949 


Dr.  Louis  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Yifayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

The  following  quotation  has  been  attributed 
to  Abraham  Lincoln* 

"I'd  rather  lose  my  hand  than  sign  a  docu- 
ment to  perpetuate  the  liquor  traffic.    Ligfquor  may  have  defend- 
ers, but  no  defense*1. 

Is  this  statement  authentic?    If  so,  will 
you  please  state  the  time,  place  and  circumstances,  if  these 
are  known,  connected  with  this  quotation. 

If  it  is  part  of  a  speech  or  lecture  or 
article,  and  a  copy  of  the  subject  matter  in  its  entirety  is 
available,  we  would  appreciate  such  a  copy. 

Thanking  you,  I  remain 


Yours  very  truihf,  » 


rXMjju 


JGHtm  /      James  G ./ f/amilton 

Secrete 
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Newenbcr  29,  19^9 


Mr*  Janes  G.  Hamilton 
155  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 

Dear  Mr.  Hamilton: 

Once  before  we  had  an  inquiry  with  respect  to 
the  quotation  "l*d  rather  lose  my  hand  than  sign  a  docu- 
sent  to  perpetuate  the  liquor  traffic/'  hut  we  have 
never  been  able  to  find  evidence  that  Lincoln  ever  Bade 
such  statement .    Our  opinion  is  that  it  is  spurious. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
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July  19,  1950 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

As  an  old  reader  of  Lincoln  Lore,  I  was  greatly  interested 
recently  in  the  article  on  the  many  spurious  Lincoln  quotations 
that  have  become  current. 

Can  you  tell  me  whether  the  following  quotation  is  genuine: 


"We  must  not  be  satisfied  until  the  public 
sentiment  of  the  state  and  the  individual 
conscience  shall  be  instructed  to  look  upon 
the  saloon  keeper  and  the  liquor  seller  as 
simply  and  only  a  privileged  malefactor  - 
a  criminal." 


It  was  quoted  to  me  by  an  ardent  dry,  and  I  am  double  checking 
on  its  authenticity.     I  am  not  a  professional  dry  or  wet,  but 
am  curious  as  to  what  Lincoln's  real  attitude  was. 

Did  Lindoln  sell  any  beer  or  liquor  at  his  store?    Did  Lincoln 
ever  have  an  occasional  beer  or  highball  or  glass  of  wine?  Did 
the  Lincolns  serve  any  wine,  beer  or  liquor  at  the  White  House? 

Hope  this  inquiry  doesn't  take  up  too  much  of  your  time. 


An  appreciative  LORE  Reader, 


John  H.  Biddle 
Publisher 


JHB : LT 


July  31,  1950 


Hb&re  is  no  field  of  discussion  uhieh  baa  produced  more  spurious 
writings  credited  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  liquor  question  pro  and  con*  Ap- 
parently one  side  is  Just  as  guilty  as  the  other. 

It  has  been  very  veil  established  that  Lincoln  never  used  liquor  of 
any  kind  at  any  time  or  allowed  it  to  be  served  in  his  boas*   Yet  1  cannot  feel 
that  he  ever  took  any  such  attitude  as  the  quotation  which  you  discovered  would 
lnply.   He  was  anxious  to  see  an  era  of  temperance  in  America  and  intemperance 
forever  destroyed  which  is  evident  from  one  of  Ms  early  addresses  yet  there  was 
never  any  feeling  of  malice  in  his  remarks  toward  those  who  partook  of  liquor  or 
those  who  sold  it. 

Attached  there  is  a  little  bulletin  that  may  refer  to  one  or  two  state* 
aents  alleged  to  have  been  oade  by  Lincoln  with  reference  to  the  question* 

The  best  discussion  of  the  whole  question  can  be  found  in  a  book  entitled 
"Lincoln  and  Liquor"  by  William  H.  Townsend.   Xt  was  published  in  193^  but  is  aotr 
out  of  print  but  could  be  picked  up  in  any  of  the  second  hand  bookstores  in  Hail- 
adelphla  or  possibly  it  could  be  acquired  by  writing  to  some  authorised  dealer  of 
used  books.   I  regret  we  do  not  have  an  extra  copy. 

Very  truly  yours, 


L»A.  warren 
Enc. 


Sim  fe«p 


*¥*HAT  I  want  and  all  I  want,  is  that  the 
VX/  citizens  who  are  opposed  to  the  Liquor 
Traffic  shall  quit  voting  with  the  citizens 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  Liquor  Traffic 

Abraham  Lincoln  w.  c.  -p  „. 
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